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It has been great to have more sunshine recently (late summer🤔). Wednesday 1st March may have been
the first day of autumn, but parents/whānau utilising the school grounds at the end of the day was
definitely no indicator of this😊 Our school is a beautiful green space to enjoy. While the afternoons bring
us warmth and sunshine - bring on some afternoon play and unity within our school grounds.

SPCA Fundraiser - Character Day
Thank you parents/caregivers/ whānau for supporting our fundraiser for the Tauranga SPCA. What a great
turnout of characters! Superbly expressed😊. Most importantly, this fundraising came about through our
learners. In educational terms, we call this learner agency. What is agency? Students have a sense of
agency when they feel in control of things that happen around them; when they feel that they can
influence events. This is an important sense for learners to develop.

SPCA Visit
To follow up our fundraiser, Gemma and Caitlin visited the Tauranga SPCA on Tuesday 28th February. Much
fun was had! Our donation of $130, towels and cat food was much appreciated. Playing with the kittens
was a hit - with the escapee artists rounded up quickly😊. Puppies and bunnies were also checked out. A
great cause inspired by 'The Baby-Sitters Club' (Caitlin, Gemma & Ayda).



Family Writing Challenge
Every one of us writes in some form every day. Last week kicked off the start of our family writing
challenge. Thank you Mrs Buchanan (Karen). Our family maths challenge was a huge success; and we are
so looking forward to receiving your acrostic poems about your family. Happy writing! From our
submissions to date - our team totally relates - picture perfect through your words! We look forward to
sharing and celebrating our family submissions with you at this week’s assembly (10th March).

Rippa Rugby
Thank parents / whānau / coaches for supporting our tamariki to attend the rippa rugby modules. You’re
doing a great job and your support is truly appreciated.

Player of the day congratulations to Kingston, Cohen and Cairos

Whakamārama Netball
Sport and team games are important to the development of the whole child. Sport and team
games encourage participation, responsibility and personal excellence while fostering
sportsmanship, positive relationships and team spirit. Thank you parents that returned their
expression of interest in forming a team.

On Thursday 23rd March, I (Natasha) will be attending an information meeting for sports coordinators in
regards to the upcoming netball season. At this stage, it looks like we have enough students to form a team,
however our Year 5 / 6 students will need to play up in the intermediate division to make this possible. All
teams are graded, and our learners, no matter their year level, will enjoy the opportunity and their
advancement in this sporting arena.

SuperSmash Girls Only Cricket - CANCELLED
Due to a clash with the Small Schools Swimming Sports, the girls only cricket day has been cancelled. Most
girls are attendees at the mixed team event.

School Lunches
Huge thanks to Sarah and Vicki for organising our first school lunch for 2023. Our learners
love a sausage sizzle! Funds raised are being used to purchase construction equipment
for our classrooms. Check out the creation on the left - Room 1 learners are loving using
straws and connectors to create some unique sculptures.

Hellers’ Sausages For Schools
Hellers’ Sausages For Schools sponsorship supports Primary and
Intermediate schools throughout NZ.

We have received a successful application from Heller’s Sausages to support our Cross
Country events taking place in term 2. Hellers will be supplying our school with FREE



sausages needed to host our cluster schools with a welcomed sausage sizzle. The school would like to
acknowledge Heller’s for sponsoring this year’s supply of sausages. Sausages for Schools is about helping
more Kiwi kids!

Super Smash Cricket Skills
Check out our Year 5 / 6 learners receiving some cricket skills sessions from Northern Districts Cricket
Association on Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd March. We are very excited to be able to send two teams to
the SuperSmash Cricket Festival event on the 9th March at Bay Oval.

Possible Education Strike - Thursday 16th of March
Primary schools could be closed on Thursday 16th of March (next week) due to a possible combined
education sector strike. The primary union is currently holding a vote to see whether primary teachers will
strike or not. Given the resounding rejection of the current offer, it is highly likely that teachers will vote to
strike also.

The outcome will be known following voting at the end of today. Once I have been informed of the
outcome, I will let you know immediately so that you are able to make arrangements for your child /
children on the day.

Garden Post Spring Bulb Fundraiser
Thank you to all the families who supported the spring bulb fundraiser. We raised $270 for the school.
Raised funds are being used to purchase an array of books to support our delivery of the Zones of
Regulation programme. Books are a fantastic resource to teach
students to recognise and name emotions in themselves and others,
validate emotions, take other's perspectives, learn ways to
effectively manage emotions and better understand emotions and
their causes.

Happy planting everyone. Thank you Sharon for the time and energy
you put into organising this fundraiser. There is no doubt that there
will be some fantastic looking gardens this upcoming spring.

Attendance and Punctuality
Whakamarama School is committed to ensuring that all of our students
get the most out of their education and by working in partnership with
you as parents, caregivers and whānau, we are aiming for educational
success for all. Regular attendance and punctuality is of great
importance for our learners. We know that a child’s attendance has a
direct impact on their learning.

Attendance matters! It is important that your child gets to school on
time and aims for 100% attendance!



Lateness
Lateness means that your child / children miss out on hearing the teacher’s usual welcome, what is
planned for the day and initial instructions. When coming in when everyone else has settled into their
work, this can be disruptive to other learners. Support your child to be prepared for school. Support your
child to be on time.

How can you help your child use The Zones of Regulation at home?
Along with this newsletter, you will have received a ‘Zones’ magnet. Attach this magnet to your fridge and
use this to engage in discussions with your child / children around Zones. You will be pleasantly surprised
with what your child can tell about ‘Zones’ so early on in the programme.

Strategic Plan
Our Strategic Plan outlines our vision and values, where we want to be and how we are going to get there.
Our baseline data shows where we are at now, and our implementation plan and targets will guide our
school across 2023.

As our partners in education, across the last few newsletters we have been sharing with you our strategic
plan for 2023. Attached to this newsletter is our action plan for Strategic Goal 4: Whanaungatanga /
Partnerships; To foster effective partnerships within & beyond our school community to support student
learning.

Teacher Only Day Reminder
Our next teacher only day is on Monday 24th April 2023. This is a day provided by the Ministry of Education
for teachers to learn about the (soon to be released) refreshed English and Mathematics Curriculums.
Please mark your calendar in preparation for this.

Congratulations to the following students who received certificates at assembly

We are proud of the way you are living and learning with our school values and virtues

ROOM 3 RECOGNITION CERTIFICATES

Week 4
24th February

Leo A big effort during writing - Great!  Also…super swimming.  Ka Rawe!
Felix A Felix is making a super effort during reading. Felix is thinking about what he is reads - Great.
Ayla Super reading effort - Great work! Ayla is trying hard at swimming time. Tino pai!
Kurt Super reading.Kurt enjoys talking about the books he reads - Yay!

ROOM  4 RECOGNITION CERTIFICATES

Week 4
24th February

Falcon For approaching learning tasks with a positive attitude and working hard to complete
activities on time. Ka rawe, Falcon!

Chloe For striving to produce quality work that is also beautifully presented. Ka pai tō mahi,
Chloe!

Mia For displaying the Value of Respect with impeccable manners and excellent work habits.
Tino pai rawa atu, Mia!

ROOM  1 RECOGNITION CERTIFICATES

Week 4
24th February

Cullan Habit of Mind: Striving for accuracy award. For always checking errors and correcting them.
Your perseverance in maths has been impressive to see!

Tipene Ka pai tō mahi! Good Work! Congratulations to Tipene for making wonderful connections
during discussions with the Bay Conservation team.

Alexis Tino pai tō mahi! Very good work! Congratulations to Alexis for thinking carefully about her
audience in her writing.

Natarlya Kei runga noa atu koe! You are awesome! Congratulations to Natarlya for asking great
questions and contributing well during the Bay Conservation visit.



SCHOOL NOTICEBOARD

Please keep yourself up-to-date with the school newsboard that comes out fortnightly in the newsletter or on the
the school website

POUTŪ-TE-RANGI / MARCH
Thursday 9th Technology Yr 7 & 8 - Wear your school shirt and covered in shoes
Thursday 9th Girls Super Smash Cricket Yr 5 & 6
Thursday 9th Hearing & VIsion Testing - NE and Yr 7 & 8
Friday 10th Assembly 2.15pm  -  Come join us!
Saturday 11th Have A Go Triathlon - Pahoia School
Tuesday 14th Small School Swim Sports Y 5 & 6 (PP Thursday 16th)
Thursday 16th Tall Poppies Swim Sports (Competitive)
Thursday 16th Technology Yr 7 & 8 - Wear your school shirt and covered in shoes
Tuesday 21st North Cluster Swim Sports (PP Thursday 23rd)
Wednesday 22nd Girls Playing Sport Day - Winter Codes
Wednesday 22nd World Water Day
Thursday 23rd Technology Yr 7 & 8 - Wear your school shirt and covered in shoes
Friday 24th Assembly 2.15pm  -  Come join us!

PAENGA-WHĀWHĀ / APRIL
Monday 3rd HPV Dose 1 Year 8s
Tuesday 4th North Cluster Swim Sports (PP Thursday 23rd)
Thursday 6th Technology Yr 7 & 8 - Wear your school shirt and covered in shoes
Thursday 6th Assembly 2.15pm  -  Come join us!
Thursday 6th Last Day of Term 1
Friday 7th GOOD FRIDAY
Monday 24th TERM 2 STARTS - Teacher Only Day
Tuesday 25th ANZAC DAY - School Closed
Friday 30th June Last Day of Term 2

Thanks the below businesses for sponsoring our school app Skool Loop:

If you would like to advertise on the Whakamārama School Skool Loop App please email Content@skoolloop.com

To download the app: In Google Play & App Store search ‘Skool Loop’ & choose Whakamarama School once installed.

Briefing and prizegiving
To be held at
The Alehouse, Plummers Point Rd

mailto:Content@skoolloop.com

