
 

 

                                            

Kia ora tatou, hello everyone, 
 
Alan Firth 
It is with regret to inform parents that Alan will be leaving Whakamarama 
School at the end of Term 4, 2015. Alan has worked in the school for just over 
two years and we know that students, staff, parents and the board of trustees 
will be very sorry to see him depart. It is always with regret to lose any staff 
member from a school but when time calls, we must understand decisions 
made and celebrate the embarking of a new journey. The school has 
appreciated Alan’s sincerity, professionalism and contribution to our school. He 
has nurtured the growth of our Year 4-8 class and his contribution to the wider 
life of the school has been hugely appreciated and valued.  
 
Water Safety 

Take a water safety quiz with Swimming New Zealand and you could win $100 
towards swimming lessons in 2016 plus one of 20 spot prizes provided by 
Garnier NZ, supporter of Water Safety New Zealand’s ‘Save our School 
Pools’ campaign. A link to the survey can be found on the front page of the 
school website. The competition ends 5pm 18 December 2015.  
 

 
School Pool 
The school pool is about to be prepared for summer swimming. A key system will be in place again for 
families to use the pool after school, at weekends and during the holidays. The cost of a key is $50, plus a 
$10 bond which will be returned on handing back your key at the end of the hire period. Keys will be 
available from Monday 7th December. Please see Caroline in the office for a Key Holder form and the 
issuing of a key.  
 
End of Year Assembly – MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
The countdown is on for the end of year assembly. Each child has a role in the whole school production 
and it is important that children and their families unite for this special end of year event. Many students 
will be recognised on the night for their achievements across the year.  
 
End of year assembly takes place on Friday 11th December at 6:00pm in the Community Hall. The 
assembly will involve a school production and prize giving. Thank you to parents / caregivers who have 
supported their children in learning their lines for our Christmas play in rhyme.  
 
Reminder 
Friday 4th December is the last day for 
ordering class photos. Class photos store a 
memory of classmates and are great to 
look back on in years to come.  
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Our topic this term has been earthquakes. 
 

   
 
    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The cost of an earthquake is ……. 
Destruction striking out fear through 

innocent citizens. 
Terrified screams screeching from the top 

of croaky voices. 
Devastated cries drowned by the crunches 

of the rumbling land. 
Tall buildings demolishing to rubble and 

dust. 
Destroyed belongings drifting away 

through the cracks of wind. 
Rotten bodies decaying untouched under 

the wreck of the aftershock. 
Starving people pleading out everything 

they got for water and food. 
Helpless limbs bleeding out like a colossal, 

heavy water fall spraying out, sinking 

through the dehydrated soil. 

By Daniel 

Plate Tectonics 
Has it ever been put into your head why earthquakes occur? It is to do with plate 
tectonics; pieces of a world sized puzzle on the crust of the Earth. 
 
What are plate tectonics? 
Tectonic plates are the Earth's crust broken into pieces like a puzzle. Tectonic 
plates sometimes cover continents or just islands. They are made up of granite 
and basalt. The edge of the Australian plate cuts right through the South Island 
which explains Christchurch’s earthquakes. 
 
Why do they move? 
Some tectonic plates are divergent (moving apart) and this happens because of 
magma (lava) coming up to the crust and cooling, attaching itself to it. When 
more magma comes up the plates have to separate to make more room for the 
cooling lava. When these plates move they crash into other plates and slide 
underneath the crust. This is called convergent. When the tectonic plates crash 
they can create volcanoes, erupting volcanoes and earthquakes. 
 
Volcanoes and earthquakes 
When the plates collide they crash but don’t fit together because the plates are 
moving. This leaves small holes. Due to the impact of the crash, magma gets 
forced out and this is how volcanoes erupt. Earthquakes are just the result of the 
tectonic plates ramming into each other.  
 

Next time you peel a hard boiled egg for your lunch think about how the cracks 

in the shell resemble plate tectonics and the small, oval world. 

By Sarah 

Our mission:  
“Growing a Positive 
Learning Attitude”   

 


